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Fire Board time once again, 7 months out from the Hobart reunion.  Numbers attending (paid) are dismal at 

the moment, though many have said they are attending. More on the reunion later.   

We are very pleased with ourselves here, having calved 104 cows out of 116 in 6 weeks, 96 within 4 weeks. 

Those with knowledge of breeding cattle will know that is a tight calving. The benefits of this are many, 

including an unheard of day away from the farm in August, wonders will never cease. 

While the north of Australia is 30+c we have snow down to 500m just on dark in Tas. tonight with strong 

winds continuing over SA, Vic. and Tas.  The rain for the rest of the week is most welcome. 

The notice in the RAAF News didn’t get any response, which is a pity as we have contact with so few 

members. 

Following on from that, anyone with contact with any of the following please get them to send me an 

updated email address as emails are bouncing at the address I have. 

John Addicoat, Paul Atkins, Malcom Black, Danny Coulthard, Phil Faint, Duncan Fraser, Dave Gray, Paul 

Healy, and Bob McMaster 

 

Kings Birthday Honours  – Kevin Hughes 

 

 

 

A member called into the Mole Creek Post Office to ask my address, having left my phone number behind.  

Unfortunately, they are not allowed to give out addresses anymore.  What are you allowed to do anymore?  

They now have our mobile numbers as the rabbits chewed our landline years ago. It took 3 days for me to 

check the mail and receive the note in the PO Box.  Give us a ring the night before is probably the best as 

you will never find us if we are  “up the paddock” and there is no phone signal. 

 

Page 3 - DVA,  Page 4 - The Dent/ Matthew Flinders , Page 5 - Hobart reunion,  

Page 6 - Salmon Ponds while in Hobart. Page 7 - Defence Asbestos & Hazardous Chemicals 

Exposure Scheme 

  Page 8 + is a late inclusion thanks to Mark Limana, Japan-Australia Grassroots Exchange Program 2025 
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Facebook sites. 

RAAF Firies  RAAF Fire and Rescue    RETIRED RAAF FIREFIGHTERS ASSOCIATION 

Web  THE R.A.A.F FIRE SERVICE ￼ (georama.com.au) hosted by Chas Adlard. It is Chas’s site where you can 

find back issues of “Fire Board” and back issues of Pat’s Newsletters back to 2011. There’s a wealth of 

information there. Adelaide Reunion  -  2022 Reunion - Adelaide (georama.com.au) 

Info on the Hobart reunion and copies of all Fire Board issues are at  raaffirereunion.com 

 

• Defence newspapers | News & Events | Defence   

 

• Australian Defence Force (ADF) Firefighter Scheme | Department of Veterans' Affairs (dva.gov.au) 

 

•  Advocacy Support — RSL Australia   

 

 

 

Call Lifeline on 13 11 14 

 

Beyond Blue | 24/7 Support for Anxiety, Depression and Suicide Prevention 

1300 22 4636 

Glen Anderson 

0438635159 

Po Box 185, Mole Creek, Tas.  7304 

glen@raaffirereunion.com.au 

  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/24340423793/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/54375494660/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/734029763379515/
https://www.georama.com.au/RAAFFireService/HOME_PAGE.html
https://www.georama.com.au/RAAFFireService/2022_Reunion_-_Adelaide.html
https://www.raaffirereunion.com/
https://www.defence.gov.au/news-events/defence-newspapers?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTEAAR0LCdbDbQN8hMjLsbfLyUURbTnyzy9EAxvv6COKl6eZdhfyQKse4ItqBCo_aem_AXT-07xdQMJaGkM5D0navYIXQRZrruXw2P_YNqKztpQRcnyfY_uSu6cC_yXnyL4HZ5CMh5loCc5jVcW-aXHdVqwA
https://www.dva.gov.au/get-support/financial-support/compensation-claims/claims-if-you-were-injured-1-july-2004/australian
https://www.rslaustralia.org/advocacy
tel:131114
https://www.beyondblue.org.au/
mailto:glen@raaffirereunion.com.au
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DVA 

As a follow on from the DVA section in the last edition  of Fire Board.  I am reliably informed that a Gold 

Card can be obtained with less than 100 points, directly related to a condition.  This is via a “Lifestyle 

Rating” 

D2670 Lifestyle Rating (dva.gov.au)   this is the link to the full 7 page document.   Below if just the first few 

millimetres of the first column.  

 

Please always seek professional advice regarding DVA matters. 

Advocacy Support — RSL Australia 

  

https://www.dva.gov.au/sites/default/files/dvaforms/d2670.pdf
https://www.rslaustralia.org/advocacy
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Notes from History  -  The Dent 

 

 
Photo posted by Maurice J Austin 
  

Matthew Flinders (1774 – 1814)  -  Navigator 

 Flinders proved that Van Dieman’s Land (Tasmania) was an island (with George Bass) and was first to 

circumnavigation Australia and the first to use the name Australia. 

For someone who dedicated his life to finding, navigating and mapping things, it was unfortunate that 

Matthew Flinders’ body was lost for the better part of 200 years. 

Archaeologists announced in 2019 they had rediscovered the grave of the first man known to have 

circumnavigated Australia, while digging under a park behind London’s Euston station during excavations 

for the HS2 high-speed rail line. His coffin was identified by its well-preserved lead coffin plate. 

His remains were interred on 13 July 2024 in the parish church of Donington, Lincolnshire, Flinders’ 

birthplace. 

Do you remember “The Dent” in the 

hanger at Point Cook.  My thanks to 

members of the FB page “RAAF Point 

Cook – history” 

It was 11th of September 1914 - 

Tommy White in the first Box Kite 

CFS-3, the hangar was the 1914 

Aeroplane Workshops now building 95. 

I automatically reached for my RAAF 

aircraft book only to draw a blank.  

Then realised this pre-dates the RAAF 

and was flown by the Australian Flying 

Corps.   

Wikipedia to the rescue with this article 

if you care to read more. Bristol 

Boxkite - Wikipedia   

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/123271708402010/user/100013962361240/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZX5hzTXTDS1wp8nTpnaqGpUG1a-JFt-2FyvvAPlxzR_nKpDV-AmewLFuQsUM08jFqAF4mLRzxcKy9Vol7MDI381BTvocfe35evefxe6HXMDsSoQGe2DojFfUL6NdMJ2gtV_evaEOB1nMxAaJ7H9kTRX&__tn__=-UC%2CP-R
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bristol_Boxkite
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bristol_Boxkite


5 
 

Fire Board 

29/08/2024      #8      4/2024 

R.A.A.F Fire Fighter Reunion 

20th to 23rd March 2025 

Hobart, Tasmania 

Attending 

Currently only the following members have confirmed their intention to attend the reunion & paid for the 

events. 

Glen & Christine Anderson 

Keran & Glenys Carsburg 

Sandy & Patricia Eadtcott 

Kevin & Debrena Huges 

David & Kay Pentland 

Wayne & Marie West 

 

While there is still plenty of time I would hope to see a lot more by November so arrangements can be 

made by all involved.  I have had indication from many of their intention to attend but feel it only prudent 

to count those that have paid. 

Accommodation 

Wrest Point seems to be at capacity for the reunion weekend.  Very little and overpriced accommodation is 

on offer.  Wrest Point is one of the larger places in Hobart, so it seems the Covid doldrums are well behind 

us.  A quick look on the Trivago site did show options for under $200 ($128 and up) in and around the city, 

Sandy Bay (close by Wrest Point) still has vacancies.  A booking sooner rather than later may be advised.  

The same could be said for the rest of Tas. for anyone thinking of touring while here.  Like the person who 

was asking on one of the sites as to why she could not book the caravan on the boat for this Christmas, just 

recently. The answer she received was you book it in January as soon as bookings open. 

I will attach the reunion info separately to make it easy to print out. 

The Peppermint Bay Cruise on Friday the 21st can be boarded at the Brook St. Pier on the Hobart waterfront, 

Bellerive waterfront as well as Wrest Point. 
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Salmon Ponds at Plenty 

If you are touring at all, 45min from Wrest Point are the Salmon Ponds at Plenty. Established in 1864 with 

the first salmon eggs arriving in May along with a small quantity of trout eggs.  The young salmon were 

released into the Derwent River to run out to see and were expected to return as they do in Northen 

Hemisphere rivers.  This however did not occur.  The almost after thought of including a few trout eggs paid 

massive dividends with the fish stock breed at Plenty used to establish hatcheries around Australia & New 

Zealand. 

Set in an English style garden and arboretum  that surround the ponds along with a museum of trout fishing 

this is a very relaxing place to visit. A river walk complete with platypus if you’re lucky and a café complete 

a great place to visit.  For me the best thing on the entire site is the fish food dispenser.  It is a genius idea as 

the fish must be fed, so why not get the visitors to pay for the feed.  I am only too willing to lighten my 

pocket of saved $2 coins to watch the water boil with fish when pellets hit the water.  Make sure you draw 

the attention of a friend to something straight down from the edge of the Tiger Trout Pond, then lob in a few 

pellets.  Tiger Trout make the biggest splashes. 

 

 

 

Salmon Ponds - Heritage Hatchery and Gardens, New Norfolk, Tasmania 

Next Door 

Plenty Cider – Tasmanian Cider 

  

https://salmonponds.com.au/
https://www.plentycider.com.au/
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Call for nominations: Japan-Australia Grassroots Exchange Program 2025 

  

The Japan-Australia Grassroots Exchange Program, which commenced in 1994 as 

the Hand of Friendship project, is an initiative of RSL Australia that aims to foster 

mutual understanding of the peoples of Japan and Australia by inviting 

descendants of Australian Prisoners of War (POWs) to Japan through the RSL 

network. 

 

The Japanese Government has offered two places for descendants of POWs to 

participate in the 2025 Grassroots Exchange Program. Participants will have an 

opportunity to promote post-war reconciliation, understanding, and goodwill 

between both countries. 

 

Tour Information:  

• Scheduled tentatively for February/ March 2025, the tour duration will be 

approximately 7 nights and 8 days in Japan.   

• The Japanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs will cover flights, shared 

accommodation, domestic travel within Japan, meal allowance for lunches 

and dinners, and travel insurance.   

• Participants are responsible for their travel expenses to and from the 

nearest airport to their residence, passport costs, expenses incurred above 

room charges, and meals exceeding the allowance, souvenirs, and personal 

incidentals.    

• An interpreter and tour guide will accompany the participants. Activities 

will include meetings with various Government representatives and 

students, a dinner hosted by the Foreign Ministry, a visit to the 

Commonwealth War Cemetery, and sightseeing ventures.   

• Final details will be available closer to the tour’s commencement upon 

announcement of participants.  

https://5efa521c3bdd428c9c978cc2dd57e908.svc.dynamics.com/t/t/H4O6TzLWGKS4a3xtR7LtuuE7fCyUDxUhCr94HTwlpwUx/MMyEcNrsbdCDu67etxDFhCjjSZqbW6PITnEL83OSxOgx?targetUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rslaustralia.org%2Flatest-news%2Fan-opportunity-for-healing-for-descendants-of-prisoners-of-war
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Nomination information:  

If you, or someone you know, are interested in participating in the Program, please 

email support@rslnsw.org.au (with 'Grassroots Exchange Program' in the subject 

line) before 5pm (AEST) Wednesday 17 September 2024, and attach the following:  

• A completed nomination form   

• A passport size photo  

• Supporting documents that briefly explain your connection to a POW, your 

interest in the Program, your place of residence, and your employment 

history.    

  

 
  

 

Nominations will be reviewed and shortlisted by the RSL NSW Selections Committee 

and referred to RSL Australia for consideration. The NSW nominee and back-up 

nominee will be informed via email.  

 

For enquiries, please contact your Member Support Team at support@rslnsw.org.au 

or 1300 679 775.  

 

RSL NSW 

  

  

 

One RSL - working together, delivering locally.  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

mailto:support@rslnsw.org.au
https://5efa521c3bdd428c9c978cc2dd57e908.svc.dynamics.com/t/t/JHxrrxsvZWnFIvWNArpGK8BAIONdEEk7KJ5LX89CMiEx/MMyEcNrsbdCDu67etxDFhCjjSZqbW6PITnEL83OSxOgx?targetUrl=https%3A%2F%2Frslnsw.org.au%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2024%2F08%2FPersonal-Information-Sheet-for-Nominees-Word.docx
mailto:support@rslnsw.org.au
https://5efa521c3bdd428c9c978cc2dd57e908.svc.dynamics.com/t/t/9b2TYVbO47aCWwCxHBHZrzLRuslZiLxE8o1SxSTqIQAx/MMyEcNrsbdCDu67etxDFhCjjSZqbW6PITnEL83OSxOgx?targetUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FRSLNewSouthWales%2F
https://5efa521c3bdd428c9c978cc2dd57e908.svc.dynamics.com/t/t/wlCmZazWQ6YCONDoet49wu6glTjAtn7CHh2Xo1cMYzQx/MMyEcNrsbdCDu67etxDFhCjjSZqbW6PITnEL83OSxOgx?targetUrl=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2FRSLNSW
https://5efa521c3bdd428c9c978cc2dd57e908.svc.dynamics.com/t/t/Bxm3fiPZvkopqGIgo9X0AjW5rR1poFpAb7UriixOKggx/MMyEcNrsbdCDu67etxDFhCjjSZqbW6PITnEL83OSxOgx?targetUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fcompany%2F1533296%2F
https://5efa521c3bdd428c9c978cc2dd57e908.svc.dynamics.com/t/t/inaMRr2MxCmPdBgyhQQhAN3Er53Xz6w3QyPdSYxywqsx/MMyEcNrsbdCDu67etxDFhCjjSZqbW6PITnEL83OSxOgx?targetUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Frslnsw%2F
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You are receiving this email because you subscribe to RSL NSW.  

 

Our mailing address is:  

ANZAC House, Suite 11.02, Level 11, 175 Pitt Street, Sydney NSW 2000  

 

Want to change how you receive these emails?  

You can  update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.  

  

  
 

 

https://5efa521c3bdd428c9c978cc2dd57e908.svc.dynamics.com/t/t/hfNWhNTIxZ5UQU0VEM7xubTBmfXT3m7w5PCxtfBnIjkx/MMyEcNrsbdCDu67etxDFhCjjSZqbW6PITnEL83OSxOgx?targetUrl=https%3A%2F%2Frslnswmembers.microsoftcrmportals.com%2FManageSubscriptionRSL%3Fmsdynunsubscribeid%3DRfPWqGbAIBMIHal0ZCsvVdbYVMbAhjBnXXy1ywy3veQx

